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CƘŀƛǊΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
 

Dear Friends 
 
As I write, the improvement of the weather as we move into the latter part of May should act as an encouragement to you 
to join some of the outdoor activities promoted by UERSA.  The Garden and Walking Groups, especially, have a number of 
enticing outings over the coming couple of months.  If you are not on the individual group mailing lists, do look at the UERSA 
website where you'll find details (http://groups.exeter.ac.uk/uersa/index.html).  And I'm hoping for fine weather on the 
occasion of our annual summer party, this year on Tuesday 25 June at the usual venue of the Exeter Cricket Club pavilion; 
you'll find a registration form attached to this newsletter, as you will for a Tiverton Canal trip in July. 
 
Showers and cloudy skies were no deterrent for those of us who went on the recent trip to Aerospace Bristol to view a 
museum open only just over a year.  After a very informative guided tour, we were left to our own devices for the rest of the 
visit, marvelling at the ingenuity of people in getting us up into the skies.  The pièce de résistance was undoubtedly the last 
flying Concorde, such a sleek and beautiful aircraft.  It made me very regretful that I did not take up the opportunity of 
joining one of the plane's flights out of Exeter Airport around the Bay of Biscay and back. 
 
One social item under current consideration is the future of our Christmas lunch.  Comments have been made by a number 
of members over the last couple of years that they would prefer a slightly less formal occasion, perhaps enabling more 
opportunity for guests to mix and making more allowance for those with less demanding appetites.  Chris Austin writes 
about this later in the newsletter. 
 
Such activities do need volunteers to organise them and cannot rely on the input of just a few.  Do please consider, for 
instance, if you might be able to offer assistance to a special interest group.  Likewise, the UERSA Executive Committee 
currently has a couple of vacancies ς do contact me if you'd be willing to put your name forward to fill one of those. 
 
I should not finish this letter without expressing our sadness over the recent death of Alan Leadbetter, one of the founders 
and greatest supporters of UERSA, and about whom Laurie Burbridge has written a tribute.  Many of our events were 
enlivened by his humour, stories and, especially, his real interest in others.  We shall great miss him and extend our deep 
sympathy to Brenda and the family. 
 
I do hope that you will have a most enjoyable summer.                                                          

David Batty 

http://groups.exeter.ac.uk/uersa/index.html


 
GROUP NEWS and FORTHCOMING 

UERSA EVENTS 
 
UERSA general events are found on the website.  
If any member would like to advertise their 
forthcoming event in the newsletter, please do 
not hesitate to contact the newsletter editor 
Sandy Day 
 
A quick reminder of some of the UERSA and 
special interest groups booked events for 2019: 
 

Coffee Mornings are held on the last Tuesday of 
most months, from 10:00 to 12:00 at The 
Imperial in New North Road.  They are very 
informal (not to mention noisy on occasion) and 
an average of around 30 members attend. A 
reminder about parking charges: If you pay for 
ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘΩ ǘƘƛǎ 
amount will be refunded at the bar on your 
purchase of coffees etc. 
 
Garden Group 
Wednesday 5th June 
Hillersdon House, Cullompton 
Meet at the entrance at 2pm. 
 
Wine Group 
Tuesday 11th June 
{ǘ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
 
"Wines of the Levant", 
(Eastern Mediterranean wines)  
being presented by Brian Kirby. An unusual, 
generally unknown and very interesting area 
with some iconic wines. 
 
Afternoon Tea 
Sunday 16th June 
 
David and Tina Smith and Judy Mead are hosting 
an afternoon tea to raise money for FORCE 
Cancer Charity. 
 
This will (hopefully) be held in the garden at 25 
Matford Avenue Exeter EX2 4PL on Sunday 16th 
June 3-5pm 

 

 
 
Walking Group 
Tuesday 11th June 
A walk in the Quantocks (8/9 miles) including 
Wills Nick (the highest point in the Quantocks) 
 
 
 
UERSA summer party 
Tuesday 25th June  
Cricket Club Pavilion 
 
Please see below for booking form and details 
 
 
 
Walking Group 
Wednesday 26th June 
Parke, National Trust estate on the edge of Bovey 
Tracey (6 miles) 

 
 
 
Garden Group 
Wednesday 10th July 
Middle Wall, Stoke Gabriel 

 
 
 
Horse Drawn Barge 
Tiverton Canal 
16th July 
 
Please see below for booking form and details. 

 
 
 
Wine Group 
Thursday 19th September  
Lŀƴ {ƳƛǘƘ ƻŦ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ²ƛƴŜǎΣ aŀƎŘŀƭŜƴ wƻŀŘ 
 
Please note this is a later start date than usual at 
7.30pm. 

 
 
 
 

http://groups.exeter.ac.uk/uersa/events.html
http://groups.exeter.ac.uk/uersa/committee.html
http://groups.exeter.ac.uk/uersa/sig-gnc.html


RECENT UERSA EVENTS 
 

Walking Group 
Snowdrop Valley, Wheddon Cross 
Tuesday 12th February 

 
 

Trevor Priest and David Smith led 2 groups 
totalling 18 UERSA members on a walk through 
the privately owned Snowdrop Valley, Wheddon 
Cross, Exmoor which is only open when the 
snowdrops are in bloom in February each year.  
The weather was dry and warm, but the route 
was extremely muddy.  After the walk some 
members enjoyed a lunch at Exmoor House, 
followed by tea and cakes (and clotted cream), 
whilst other members brought a picnic lunch, or 
headed to the Rest and Be Thankful Inn.   

 

 

 
Restaurant Group 
Redwing 
26th February  

 
On one of the warmest days of the year, with sun 
streaming through the windows, 17 members 
enjoyed the 2-3 course lunch. 

 
 

Walking Group 
Belstone and Oke Tor 
Wednesday 27th February 
 
Members enjoyed blue February skies on their 
walk over the moor taking in various tors. 

 

 
Lunch at Oke Tor 

 
 



 
Walking Group 
Monday 18th March 
 
Eight members enjoyed a walk towards 
Kentisbeare led by David Smith, who kindly 
provided the photographs below.  
 
 

 
The view is north from the forest at 

Blackborough. 

 
!ƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ψƴo brakes 

were neededΩ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wine Group 
Tuesday 19th March  

Laurie Burbridge presented an informative talk 
on wines from the Languedoc-Roussillon area of 
southern France, at a new venue ς St 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ 
Church, Exeter.  It has been estimated that one in 
every 10 bottles in the world produced in the 
20th century originated from this region. 

The first vineyards were planted along the coast 
near Narbonne by the early Greeks in the fifth 
century BC.  Along with parts of Provence, these 
are the oldest planted vineyards in France. 

 

There were 10 wines to taste - a sparkling wine, 
three white wines, five red wines and a dessert 
wine to finish. As you can see from the image 
below, there was very little waste ! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Walking Group 
Friday 29th March 
Longdown to Dunsford 
 
Fourteen UERSA members met at David 
YŜǊƴƛŎƪΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ 
homemade cake, before setting off on a 
stunning 5-6 mile walk over fields and lanes to 
the Royal Oak Inn, Dunsford for a well deserved 
pub lunch. 

 

 
Holcolme Burnell church 

 
Refreshments at The Royal Oak Inn 

 

 
Walking Group 
Monday 15th April 
Otterton Circular Walk 
 
Walkers followed the coastal path to Ladram Bay, 
descending into Colaton Raleigh, with a gentle 
walk along the river to Otterton. 
 

 
The group walking towards Ladram Bay with wild 

waves beyond 
 

 
Beaver-carved stump by the River Otter 

 
 
 
 


