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Cover picture: Courtesy of the gardens group from their July visit in the depths of Dunchideock at Mill
Cottage.

Letter from David Batty, Chair of UERSA

Dear Friends

| hope that you have been able to make the most of the glorious summer weather over the
last few months! The sun shone for the annual UERSA summer party held in June at the
usual venue of the Exeter Cricket Club pavilion (with thanks to Bruce Coleman for facilitiating
this), and | was glad to welcome some 50 members to what was a very enjoyable occasion,
with a splendid tea and much convivial conversation. | am very grateful to those present for
contributing so generously to the retiring collection for Hospiscare — we were able to send
£310 to support this invaluable good cause.

A cool, showery day in June, unusual for this summer, didn't put off the members who joined
our group visit to the Norman Lockyer Observatory situated above Sidmouth, where some
very enthusiastic guides introduced us to the history of the Observatory and the eminent
astronomer after whom it is named, before taking us to the rather chilly telescope domes
scattered around the site. We all agreed that it was a fascinating afternoon.

| have been working hard lately to reactivate a working connection between UERSA and the
University which has been largely dormant since COVID despite our best attempts.
However, progress is beginning to be made in this direction. Although a visit organised in
collaboration with the University in August to the new Multifaith Centre attracted only seven
members, we appreciated the University's assistance in organising the event including the
cream tea. There were useful discussions both with University colleagues about future
collaboration, and also with a member of the staff well-being team about how UERSA can
provide support through its activities for staff taking early retirement. These welcome
contacts have led to another visit being organised for UERSA, in this case on 30 October to
the Special Collections section and the Bill Douglas Cinema Museum, both housed in the
Old Library. Further details have already been circulated but are attached to this newsletter
as a reminder.

Finally, two other dates for your diary. The Association's Annual General Meeting is
scheduled for Thursday 23 October at 2.30 pm at the Cricket Club pavilion. We are
delighted that after the AGM business has been completed, Ruth Hawker will be giving a talk
about her experience of living on Guernsey during the German occupation in World War Il. |
hope that Ruth's talk, plus the provision of tea and cake to follow, willl prove a sufficient
attraction for many of you to attend! The other date to note is the annual Christmas lunch to
be held on Monday 1 December at the usual venue of the Devon Hotel, another very
sociable occasion at which to meet old friends; details will be sent to you in due course.

Do take advantage of what fine summer days remain and join in some of our Special Interest
Group activities, speaking of which, Clive Betts (formerly Head of People Development at
the University, but many of us know him from long before that title!) has proposed setting up
a new one with an entomology focus — see his piece later in this newsletter. | look forward to
seeing you at some of these and other UERSA events over the weeks ahead.

David Batty
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UERSA News

Friends and colleagues who have
recently passed away

Emeritus Professor Michael Rush,
lately of the Department of Politics,
passed away peacefully on Sunday 24
August at the age of 87. Michael joined
the University in 1964, retiring in 2003.
He worked closely with other
academics and parliamentary officials
through the Study of Parliament Group
to extend and enhance our knowledge
and understanding of the UK
Parliament.

More recently, Michael had been
suffering from vascular dementia and
had spent the last 18 months being
looked after in a care home (Escan
Manor, Exeter), where his wife, Jean,
is also a resident.

John McKenzie, formerly Senior
Lecturer in the Department of German,
passed away on Thursday 11
September following the diagnosis of a
brain tumour in February.

John studied German Language and
Literature at Manchester University. He
joined the Department of German at
Exeter as Lecturer in 1964, became
Senior Lecturer in 1980, and was
Head of Department from 1991 to
1995. From 1985 to 1988 he was
Dean of the Faculty of Arts.
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A date for your diary

The 2025 UERSA Christmas lunch has
been arranged for Monday 1st
December. We have decided to hold
this once more at the Devon Hotel who
have looked after us so well on past
occasions. The menu will be a 3
course lunch with wine at the carvery
and will be £36 per person. | will be
sending out full details and the menu
choices in October.

Judy Mead

Special Interest groups
Cinema special interest group

The cinema special interest group has
been inactive for a couple of years and
Sue Odell, who was co-ordinator of the
group, has now decided to step down
from the role. To remind you, the
intention of the group was to meet up
from time to time at the Picturehouse
in Exeter on a Thursday afternoon for
a silver screen showing (for a reduced
admission charge) of a film that
several group members had
expressed an interest in seeing. It
worked along the lines of anyone who
found a film they would be interested
to see would simply email to the group
address to give the information — name
of film, date, time — and ask others to
reply to say if they also intended to go.

If any member is willing to take on the
co-ordinating role, please let David
Batty know in the first instance.



PROPOSAL FOR AN
“ENTOMOLOGY SPECIAL
INTEREST GROUP” FOR UERSA

Insects are the most abundant and
diverse multicellular animals on our
planet and underpin every terrestrial
and freshwater ecosystem. This, in
itself, is an excellent reason to be
interested in their identities and their
lives. Insects also exhibit an incredible
array of shapes, sizes, adaptations
and lifestyles and interact with our
human world in a variety of interesting
and sometimes critically important
ways.

Red Admiral and Hoverfly

With around 25,000 different species
of insects in Great Britain and Ireland,
the aim of this new SIG will be to help
you find out what precisely is that thing
buzzing around your beer, clambering
about inside the leaves of your fruit
tree, pollinating your strawberries or
recycling your dead wood. We will
explore the remarkable world of
insects, and their relatives, largely
through events such as guided walks
and pond-dips. These would be led by
Dr Clive Betts, a Fellow of the Royal
Entomological Society and seasoned
field entomologist with over 50 years of
experience, mostly gained while living
and working in Devon.

Wherever possible, this SIG would
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also aim to work with the Devonshire
Association’s Entomology Section,
accessing their range of experts and
perhaps holding joint events.

If you are interested in joining this new
special interest group, please contact
Clive in the first instance at:
C.R.Betts@exeter.ac.uk

INVITATION TO TRY DUPLICATE
BRIDGE

Our good friend Don Mitchell, who
describes himself as ‘ex-Psychology in
the distant and fading past’, writes:

The bridge section of Victoria Park
Club would welcome new members.
We are a small, friendly club and enjoy
the use of our own playing room at the
clubhouse in the St Leonard's area of
Exeter (not far from the St Luke’s
campus). We run three regular
sessions each week catering for
players with different levels of
card-playing experience. A proportion
of our new joiners are familiar with the
duplicate version of the game but
some also join with a background of
playing 'kitchen bridge'.

If you would like to find out more just
call our Membership Secretary -
Elizabeth Ambler — on 07717 182372
or write to her at
elizabethambler681@gmail.com. You
can also get more information about
our sessions by visiting our website
and checking the section that sets out
information for prospective members
at:https://www.bridgewebs.com/victoria
park/Prospective%20Members%20202

3b.pdf.



tel:07717 182372
mailto:elizabethambler681@gmail.com
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bridgewebs.com%2Fvictoriapark%2FProspective%2520Members%25202023b.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CD.F.Batty@exeter.ac.uk%7C627af3a38a24480580de08dde6643cb3%7C912a5d77fb984eeeaf321334d8f04a53%7C0%7C0%7C638920040363172285%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7KqxskaQCAuMRFxrSdUtyE9KpS6c9rbbVe4LD5fIQR4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bridgewebs.com%2Fvictoriapark%2FProspective%2520Members%25202023b.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CD.F.Batty@exeter.ac.uk%7C627af3a38a24480580de08dde6643cb3%7C912a5d77fb984eeeaf321334d8f04a53%7C0%7C0%7C638920040363172285%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7KqxskaQCAuMRFxrSdUtyE9KpS6c9rbbVe4LD5fIQR4%3D&reserved=0
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Recent events
COFFEE MORNINGS

Our monthly coffee mornings continue
at the pavilion of Exeter Cricket Club.
Dates and times will be announced by
email.

What happens when a young coffee
bean gets into trouble?
They get grounded!

GARDENS GROUP

This has been an unusual year - and
not just the weather. Cancellations! In
20 years I've not had any but this
year....| arranged the first one for April
to Kia Ora. This was later cancelled by
the person who’'d made the booking -
shouldn’t have agreed a date before
Easter. At very short notice | offered
Lukesland a garden we’d been to more
than once and with Easter holiday that
week, that didn’t work.

May saw us at Middle Well down at
Stoke Gabriel. A second visit and,
again we were invited to return at a
different time of year. A lovely garden
with a varied layout - formal,
woodland, kitchen garden, streams
and an excellent tea. Had | known we
could have started with lunch in the
vineyard next door, highly rated in The
Times!
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June I'd arranged another visit to Plaz
Metaxu. It had featured on a Monty
Don programme and many had not
been with us for our previous Vvisit.
However it turned out to be much more
expensive than before and few signed
up. So, back to an old and very helpful
favourite, Little Ash, Helen, the owner
is always helpful and accepted a late
booking.




July saw wus in the depths of
Dunchideock at  Mill Cottage,
beautifully thatched, lovely, colourful
garden and grounds and waited on
hand and foot by the ladies of the
village as we helped them to finish all
the cakes they’d made for a village
visit a couple of days before raising
funds for their village hall. We’'d never
had such a sumptuous tea -
strawberries and cream and then
copious cakes, our thanks to Jean for
setting this up as it's not open to the
public.
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We managed to squeeze another visit
in July to another thatched cottage
garden, Truants, suggested by Jill. A
group of us did have lunch at the pub
beforehand as we were advised to
park there, it seemed only fair! Again,
a warm welcome and a lovely cream
tea.

Newsletter 64 page 7

August was very unfortunate, our visit
was cancelled by the owner as her
husband had an operation the week
before. | suggested the garden at
Fursdon but short notice and the BH
week, that didn’t fly.

As | write this, our last visit of the
season is coming up, let's hope the
weather holds!

We’'re looking forward to next year.

Anne Mayes

What do you get if you divide the
circumference of a pumpkin by its
diameter?

Pumpkin pi. (Excuse me but | am a
Math teacher ...)!



RESTAURANT GROUP

Ann Mayes kindly organised a lunch to
the Bridford Inn at Bridford. Some of
us also visited the very interesting
church in the village. Our latest lunch
will be at the Agricultural Inn at
Bramforde Speke near Exeter.

Frankie Peroni

The Indian restaurant | work for is so
secretive | had to sign a legal
agreement that | wouldn’t share the
flatbread recipe

Just their standard naan disclosure
agreement.

TABLE TENNIS GROUP

Sessions have been booked for the
Table Tennis group to play at the
University Sports Hall from October to
December 2025.

We have had some meetings outside
at Heavitree.
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If anyone is interested in joining the
group, please contact Anne Dinan
(e.a.dinan@exeter.ac.uk).

Why are fish not good at Table Tennis?
They don't like getting close to the net.

PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP

Lots of lovely 'Water' photographs
were received at the end of August
and contributors are now in the
process of voting. Results and winning
photos will be announced on the
website soon.

As you are hopefully aware, | have
now taken over the role of membership
secretary which is taking a lot of my
time. It is with regret therefore that I
must step down as photography group
leader. The next competition with the
topic of 'Animals' will be my last. If you
are interested in taking over this fun
position, please let me know.

Sue Milward

I think my pet crocodile is an amateur
photographer
He’s a bit of a snapper!

WALKING GROUP

This has been a remarkable summer
and we have had some lovely walks -
trying to keep cool rather than out of
the rain! We try to cover all walking
needs from the leisurely to the more
strenuous; we are also pleased to hear
from our members the types of walk
that have the most appeal.



The photo below was a lovely walk out
of Moretonhampstead with some
beautiful views and interesting walking.
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Dartmoor was very hot as you can see
- but as ever the charms of the
landscape were so welcome

A Spring walk from Hunters Tor was
beautiful with some testing climbs!

B

The Walking Group is consistently
supported but we would love to see
some new members - to bring in new
ideas for different walks.

Judy and Jan

I like long walks, especially when they
are taken by people who annoy me.
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WINE GROUP

On the 19th June Rebecca Mitchell
hosted our wine tasting taking us
through the Mediterranean region.
Wines from France, Greece, Lebanon
and Corsica were enjoyed.

The Corsican rose, (Isulu Mea
Syrah-Sciaccarellu) was delicious. The
Bousquet & Fils "Immortelle” from
Roussillon was a stand out red. We all
agreed we may need a Mediterranean
part 2 next year.

We were able to enjoy a lovely get
together in my garden on August 7th.
The weather was fine and an
enjoyable, social evening with a
selection of summer wines and nibbles
was enjoyed by 18 of us.

Our next tasting will be on November
12th which will be a sherry tasting, in
anticipation of Christmas.

John Jacob

How do you decide how much wine to
drink?
Just take it on a case-by-case basis!



FROM THE UNIVERSITY
NEWSLETTER
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Science minister marks £80

million funding for
world-leading science led by
Exeter

Science Minister Lord Vallance has
paid a special visit to our University to
mark around £80 million of new
investment in world-leading research.
Lord Vallance met with key
researchers from our University, who
are leading pioneering collaborations
in nanotechnology, human genomics,
critical minerals and climate change.
The visit centred on the unveiling of
the state-of-the-art MetaHub, hosted at
our University — a pioneering new
facility to develop new forms of raw
materials on the microscopic scale that
is supported by £19.6 million in public
and private backing.

The MetaHub is focused on
‘metamaterials’ — new types of raw
materials, designed at the molecular
level that could underpin new products
ranging from batteries and sensors, to
foodstuffs and agriculture.
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New UUK Vice-President role

We would like to congratulate our
President and Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Lisa Roberts, on being
appointed as Vice-President (England
and Northern Ireland) of Universities
UK (UUK). Lisa will take up this role
on 1 August, for a two-year term. In
her new role, Lisa will play an
instrumental part in shaping
discussions around the future of higher
education, and will be involved in all
the key lobbying activity for the sector,
working with government, industry
leaders and academic institutions to
address key challenges facing UK
universities. This includes university
funding, skills, research, and the
student experience, as well as
advocating for the sector and
championing universities as engines of
economic growth.



We’'ve climbed three places
in national league table

We're excited to announce that we
have climbed to 11th place in a
national league table for the higher
education sector. Our University rose
three places to sit just outside of the
top ten of the Complete University
Guide 2026, representing one of the
biggest gains of any institution in the
top 20. We also ranked second in
terms of universities based in the
region. The Guide is based on ten
measures of quality; including entry

standards, student satisfaction,
research  quality, and graduate
prospects, and includes 130

universities from across the UK. It also
produces  comprehensive league
tables per subject — and this year 20 of
our disciplines were ranked inside the
top ten.
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Two Exeter
researchers on
Birthday Honours List

climate
King’s

Huge congratulations to two of our
climate researchers, who have been
included in the King's Birthday
Honours List. Professor Peter Cox has
been appointed CBE (Commander of
the Order of the British Empire) for
“services to science and climate
modelling” and Professor Tim Lenton
has been appointed OBE (Officer of
the Order of the British Empire) for
“services to understanding climate
tipping points”. Professor Lisa Roberts,
President and Vice-Chancellor, said:
“Everybody at our University is thrilled
that Tim and Peter have been
recognised for their outstanding
contributions to climate science in the
King’s Birthday Honours List."


https://uoeinternalcomms.newsweaver.com/7gj2uiim03/zn3me208b3q/external?a=5&p=5037178&t=2127152
https://uoeinternalcomms.newsweaver.com/7gj2uiim03/3qnxp2bydmw/external?a=5&p=5037178&t=2127152

Top 50 in the
world for 9 of the #
UN Sustainable
Development
Goals

Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings

2025 TOP 30

Exeter climbs prestigious
global rankings

We're excited to announce that in the
recent Times Higher Education (THE)
2025 Impact Rankings, we have
scored an impressive total of 94.6 out
of 100 against the United Nations’ 17
Sustainable Development Goals. The
ranking charts the performance of
institutions against these goals, which
are a universal call to end poverty,
protect the planet and ensure that by
2030 all people enjoy peace and
prosperity. This means we’re now in
the top 2% ranking worldwide from
over 2,300 institutions which highlights
our ongoing commitment to a
sustainable future. We've also seen a
14-place rise in the prestigious 2025
QS World University Rankings, which
now places us nationally at 23. QS
analysed over 8,000 universities
globally and ranked 1500, placing our
University around the top 10% at 155
worldwide. Our work in key areas
including Academic Reputation and
International Research Network has
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helped to achieve this recognition.
These results are based on the
distribution and performance of 19.8
million academic papers, and 200
million citations, and centre on criteria
from the impact of academic research
to reputation from peers.

National Student Survey

Across-the-board
improvement in NSS

Last week saw the release of the
results of the National Student Survey
(NSS) 2025. The NSS is an annual
survey completed by final vyear
undergraduate students across the
UK, and the results offer a detailed
and important picture of how students
feel about their university experience
and how it can be improved. This
year’'s survey results show that we
have achieved an improvement in
every question, an improvement in all
the survey themes and an
improvement in our KPl score. The
largest improvements have been made
in  important areas of focus:
Assessment & Feedback, Student
Voice and Academic Support. This
positive progress is a testament to the
efforts of colleagues in departments



and services across the institution,
alongside the Students’ Guild and
Students’ Union, which have
measurably improved the experiences
of our students.

World-class resea Iead
to first UK adult receiving

pioneering diabetes
treatment
Our world leading diabetes

researchers have been involved in the
first adult in the UK being treated with
a ground-breaking drug for type 1
diabetes at Royal Devon NHS.
Devon-based Hannah Robinson
discovered during pregnancy that she
was in the early stages of developing
type 1 diabetes. The new drug,
Teplizumab, means she may be able
to extend the time before she needs to
take regular insulin injections by up to
three years. This research s
supported by our NIHR Exeter
Biomedical Research Centre and our
NIHR Health Tech Research Centre.
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Exeter improves in Graduate
Outcomes Survey

We are pleased to share outstanding
news from the latest Graduate
Outcomes Survey (GOS), recently
released by HESA/JISC. The data
reflects the destinations of the 2022/23
graduating cohort, surveyed during
autumn 2024, 15 months after
graduation. Our analysis shows that
Exeter has made significant positive
progress, climbing 13 places to 7th in
the Russell Group. This achievement
highlights the impact of our focus on
employability, which is being further
driven through the future-careers focus
of Curriculum for Change.



20 of Guardian University
Guide 2026

We're excited to announce that we
have increased our standing in the top
20 UK universities in the Guardian
University Guide 2026. We've climbed
one place to 17th in the latest guide,
which was published on Saturday 13
September. The result means that we
have secured a top 20 place in all
three  major university rankings.
Teaching excellence, student
satisfaction and career prospects were
among the factors used to rank
universities. Our President and Vice
Chancellor, Professor Lisa Roberts,
said: “We're delighted with this
outstanding result, which sees us
move up a place to number 17. We are
comfortably in the UK top 20 in all
three major UK league tables. This
recognises the dedication of our entire
community in delivering a high quality
educational experience, and our
unwavering commitment to addressing
the challenges of creating a greener,
fairer, healthier society. I'd like to
extend huge thanks and
congratulations to all our colleagues,
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students and supporters for the part
they play in our ongoing success.”

points
launch guide to accelerate
positive systems change

Tipping experts

Our University has launched a new
research-based toolkit to help
policymakers, businesses, and civil
society harness ‘positive tipping points’
in systems such as energy, food and
local communities. Developed by our
Green Futures Network alongside
partner organisations and experts from
the Global Systems Institute (GSI), the
toolkit builds on a growing body of
evidence that small, targeted
interventions can spark  rapid
reductions in emissions and other
environmental harm. A tipping point is
a threshold where a small change can
trigger a significant, often irreversible,
transformation.



New board game shortlisted
for QS Reimagine Education
Awards 2025

A new board game developed by our
students and colleagues and aimed at
helping with integration and forming
friendships has been shortlisted for a
QS Reimagine Education Award 2025
(Access, Diversity and Inclusion). ‘The
Belonging Game’ focuses on building
connections between students by

stimulating conversations and
contemplation. With questions ranging
from surface level to

thought-provoking, this game offers a
way for students to get to know one
another without the pressure of having
to craft the entire conversation.
Developed with the help of student
interns, the questions resonate with
real student experiences and are
inclusive of all cultures and
backgrounds. The project was one of
over 1600 submissions to this year’s
awards; congratulations to everyone
involved.
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Newsletter Quiz:

Purely for fun here is a general knowledge quiz focusing on Autumn - answers are on the
last page of the newsletter.

1. This season sees swifts migrating to Africa. Three swifts monitored in 2016 broke
the world record for continuous time spent in the air. How long did they go without
touching land? Ten days, ten weeks or ten months?

2. What is the missing subject in the old saying: 'Dry your . . . in October, or you'll
always be sober?'

3. Which autumnal farming practice has been banned in England and Wales since
19937

4. What is a cribbar, which appears in Cornwall once or twice a year — often in
autumn — for a couple of hours at a time?

5. A reminder about which event, which happens every October, is provided by an
alternative word for autumn?

6. Bonfire Night takes place every November. How did Guy Fawkes reduce the pain
of his execution following the Gunpowder Treason Plot of 1605?

7. Why should you wait for the first frost of autumn before picking your sloe berries
to make sloe gin?

8. On September 5, 1958, Britain's heaviest ever what was recorded in Horsham? It
weighed 6.5 ounces.

9. A storm of October 1859 (which sank the ship the Royal Charter off the coast of
Wales) prompted Vice-Admiral Robert Fitzroy to create what?

10. Which poet composed 'To Autumn’, the 1819 poem which begins 'Season of
mists and mellow fruitfulness'?

11. Why do Daubenton's and Brandt's bats gather to sing at the entrances to caves
in the autumn?

12.Maple, ash and sycamore trees produce seeds with which nickname, due to the
way they fly through the air?

13. Squirrels are starting to bury acorns. What is the bird that does the same?

14.This bright red berry gets its name from an old German word meaning 'to redden’
— not to be confused with the Mr Bean actor. Which berry?

Newsletter 64 page 16



15. This mushroom got its name because its tubes coming from the ground look like
devices to allow the dead and buried to hear. Its name?

16. This bird (below) migrates to the UK. Is it a twine, string or knot?

O UIG via Getty Im

@

17.Hedgehogs begin hibernating. What is a baby hedgehog called — a hedgenipper,
a hoglet or an ickle-prickle?

18.The pheasant shooting season starts on October 1. The record number shot in a
single day was set on December 18, 1913, when George V, his son the Prince of
Wales and six other men dispatched how many birds — 843, 1,402 or 3,937?

19. Spiders mate in October. This breed of spider shares its name with which
ecclesiastical rank — parson, cardinal or bishop?
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Future events:
UNIVERSITY OF EXETER RETIRED STAFF ASSOCIATION

GROUP VISIT TO THE UNIVERSITY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
AND THE BILL DOUGLAS CINEMA MUSEUM

THURSDAY 30 OCTOBER AT 2.00 PM

A group visit has been arranged for UERSA members on 30 October to the University's
Special Collections section and the Bill Douglas Cinema Museum, both housed in the Old
Library. The visit will commence at 2 pm and will give members the opportunity to view
some of the treasures in the University collection and then to take a guided tour of the
Cinema Museum, each of about 45 minutes in length. Following the visit, there will be the
opportunity for conversation over a cup of tea provided in the Old Library. Including the
tea, it is expected that the visit will end by 4.30 pm.

Examples of the Special Collections exhibits possibly made available for us to view could
include a 16th century Atlas of the Counties of England and Wales; a 15th century
medieval manuscript with illuminations from the Syon Abbey Collection; some items from
the collections of literary archives (e.g. Agatha Christie, Daphne du Maurier, Charles
Causley etc.); an item or two relating to Devon folklore from the Theo Brown Collections;
and a few items from the University Archive itself.

The Bill Douglas Cinema Museum is home to one of the largest collections in Britain of
material relating to the moving image. It is both an accredited public museum and an
academic research facility and holds a collection of some 90,000 items, over 1000 of
which are on display.

Location

The OId Library is located on the Streatham Estate, adjacent to the Mary Harris Memorial
Chapel and is directly accessible from the Prince of Wales Road. The University
encourages travel by public transport — the D bus service serves the University from the
centre of Exeter. If there is a particular need for car parking, indicate when registering.

Registration

Please email David Batty (D.F.Batty@exeter.ac.uk) no later than 20 October if you would
like to join the visit, with the name of any other UERSA member whom you wish to
register for the event. There is a capacity of no more than 25 folk for each part of the
visit, so if this number is exceeded for the whole party, members will be split into two
groups, with one of them starting the afternoon in the Cinema Museum.
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The weekly programme of Exeter Forum talks for October through December 2025.

Exeter Forum's programme of weekly talks are shown below. Meetings take place in the
Mint Methodist Church, Fore Street, Exeter, EX4 3AT on Wednesday mornings.

The talks start at 10:45am, while coffee is available from 10:15am. Descriptions of talks
and speakers also appear on the Exeter Forum website www.exeterforum.org, and in the
weekly newsletter sent to Forum members and to interested visitors. Visitors are welcome
subject to a small charge for each talk. Late programme changes will be shown on the
Exeter Forum website.

Wednesday 1 October

Lottie Dale

Treading the Wards

Lottie is well known for her humorous talks about her life in Nursing. From Carry on Nurse
to Oooh Matron, you'll hear about her experiences and adventures in the early 1970s at
Bart's Hospital in London. Lottie has had a varied career with both two-legged and
four-legged patients and also enjoys skydiving!

Wednesday 8 October

Ben Lowings The traditional sailing brig: its continuing relevance as 21st

Century transport.

Ben Lowings grew up in Devon and then spent 20 years working as a journalist at BBC
World Service radio. He now contributes to boating magazines and is a member of the
Society for Nautical Research. Sailing brigs were often seen in and around the Exe
Estuary in the past.

Wednesday 15 October

Robert Hesketh

Devon’s Ports and Harbours

Robert will make a welcome return to the Exeter Forum to tell us about the story of
Devon’s ports and reveal many unusual facts about their history.

Wednesday 22 October

Jonathan Turner

Devon’s atmospheric railway - a Victorian engineering experiment.

There are many myths surrounding the atmospheric railway that was built from Exeter to
Newton Abbot. Jonathan will explain why atmospheric propulsion was chosen and why it
was abandoned. He will show how we can still see the legacy of the atmospheric railway
and explain why, in principle, it should have worked.
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Wednesday 29 October

Jon Bell VE Day in Exeter and its aftermath.

Jon will take a virtual walk around the sights and sounds of the city of Exeter on VE Day
1945 and immediately afterwards. His talk captures an extraordinary moment in Exeter’s
history when residents were still dealing with the aftermath of wartime destruction whilst
at the same time planning for the future. Jon will show astonishing archive photographs
and there will also be a couple of songs!

Wednesday 5 November

Phil Badcott

Folklore of bygone Devon - anecdotes from the nineteenth century

We welcome Phil back to give a light-hearted look at the folklore of Devon. He will dip into
the accounts of several of our 19th century Devonian writers and find out what our
ancestors really believed about sneezing, cures for ailments, counteracting evil and many
other Devon customs.

Wednesday 12 November

Stuart Raine

Kindertransport

Stuart will go back to the build up to the Second World War and to show how the
organised rescue effort of children from Nazi controlled areas in 1938—-39 came about and
what the consequences were. Nearly 10,000 children came to the UK as part of this
lifesaving mission.

Wednesday 19 November

Hedley Saunders

Sailing to St Kilda - an epic adventure

Hedley will tell the story of the dramatic and often dangerous mission to sail to the remote
Scottish Island of St. Kilda to raise money for charity.

Wednesday 26 November

John Ellis

Barge Transport on the Teign 1875-1920 - the human cost.

One hundred years ago, health and safety at work was not widely considered. John will
look at the lives of those who worked the barges up and down the Stover Canal and some
of the everyday dangers they faced.
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Wednesday 3 December

Adrian Ferraro

Tourism and ethical travel

Adrian will look at how tourism has developed and the ways in which it can be sustainable
and ethical. Adrian is Founder and Director of The Bioasis, running award winning
outdoor adventures to encourage planet-positive behaviour for both individuals and
organisations.

Wednesday 10 December

Exeter School Musicians

A Celebration of Christmas Music

A talented group of young local musicians will perform festive music with both
instrumental and choral numbers.

Wednesday 17 December

Maggie Duffy

Devon Historical and Hysterical

Westcountry singer/songwriter and poet, Maggie Duffy, will provide a feast of
entertainment, music and fascinating stories. You will hear many of her favourite Devon
songs, poetry, and anecdotes in this special Christmas event.
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Newsletter Quiz Answers:

1. Ten months. They spent their entire migration — UK to Africa and back again,
which is more than 10,000 miles — without landing at all.

2. Barley. Otherwise you won't have any to make beer with.

3. Stubble burning.

4. A huge wave, beloved of surfers. It can be up to 35ft high — just under half the
size of the 2004 Asian tsunami. It takes its name from the Cribbar reef at
Newquay, though is also known chillingly as the ‘widow maker'.

5. Fall. The end of British Summer Time. 'March forward, fall back' reminds you
which way the clocks move.

6. He jumped from the scaffold, broke his neck and died. This saved him the pain of
drawing and quartering, normally carried out while the condemned man was still
alive after partial hanging.

7. So the skins will break, thereby allowing the flavour out. Folklore also suggests
using a silver needle.

8. Hailstone. It was one ounce heavier than a cricket ball.

9. The Shipping Forecast.

10.John Keats. He wrote it after a walk along the River ltchen near Winchester — as
he tried to escape the sound of his landlady's daughter practising the violin.

11. They're seeking the attention of females inside the cave, in order to mate.

12.Helicopter seeds.

13.Jay.

14.Rowan berry. (Not named after Rowan Atkinson.)

15. Trompette, from ‘trompette de la mort', or ‘hearing trumpet of death'.

16.Knot. It derives from King Canute (Cnut in Danish), who went to the shore and
got his feet wet to prove his powers to control the tides were nothing compared
with God's. The wading bird is thought to have inherited the name through its
inability to control the tides.

17.Hoglet.

18.3,937. On the way back to London, George V said to his son: 'l shouldn't say
anything about this if | were you. | think we may have overdone it today.'

19. Cardinal. It's named after Cardinal Thomas Wolsey, who was once scared by a
spider at Hampton Court.
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